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LXXIV. The proximate causes. 
WE come now to state the con- 
siderations and directions relative 
to the treatment, as they refer to 
the proximate causes. So far as 
any of these have been stated in 
the preceding remarks, it is un- 
necessary to repeat them. In 
addition to such, the following in- 
dications are to be kept in view. 

Ist. To remove all noxious mat- 
ters from the stomach and bowels. 

2d. To counteract the evil 
effects of such chemical changes 
as may take place in the contents 
of the stomach. 

pursuing these two indica- 
tions one general purpose is to be 
attained. This is to remove irri- 
tating substances from the sto- 
mach and bowels, or, which is the 
same thing, to destroy their power 
of irritating those organs. By 
following the directions in respect 
19 


to diet already laid down, the fur- 
ther introduction of such sub- 
stances will be in great measure 
prevented. 

LXXV. By these means not 
only the diarrhea will be greatly 
relieved, but in many instances 
the symptoms of cholera infantum, 
when that disease has not been of 
long continuance, will also be re- 
moved. In such instances, the 
6th indication mentioned below 
must next be fulfilled. When 
however in cholera the symptoms 
remain unsubdued, we have— 

3d. To produce a change in the 
secretory actions of the diseased 
organs, and of their subsidiary 
glands, the liver and pancreas. 

4th. To excite the action of 
the capillary vessels in other parts 
of the system, and thus to equalize 
the circulation. 

LXXVI. Iv most instances it is 
necessary, from time to time,— 

5th. To lessen the irritability 
and sensibility of the diseased or- 


ans. 
In all cases after the preceding 
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indications have been fulfilled, it 
is requisite— 

6th. To increase the tone of 
the system generally, and parti- 
cularly that of the stomach and 
bowels. 

LXXVII. The first indication 
is to remove all noxious matters from 
the diseased organs. ‘These are 
organs which cannot be left en- 
tirely without contents for any 
length of time. Nature demands 
that something be swallowed oc- 
casionally in all cases, and the se- 
cretions of the parts and those 
connected with them are continu- 
aily flowing into the canal. The 
matters which are swallowed will 
often undergo chemical changes 
ii consequence of the inability of 
the stomach to perform the func- 
tion of digestion. The matters 
secreted are often changed in 
quality in consequence of disease, 
ard become unusually adhesive, 
or acrimonious, er both. 
Fron the state of the organs, 
their excrementitious contents 
are not conveved through them as 
rapidly as usual. although constant 
ejorts and frequeat evacuations 
are taking place. Now these ef- 
forts must be rendered more ef- 
fectual, and these evacuations 
more copious, in order that the 
alime.itary canal may be relieved 
from irritation. 

LXXVIUL. To produce the 
evacuations which are necessary, 
various articles of the materia 
medica may be employed. — Ia 
tis early stage of the diarrhea, 
whe it ts not violent, almost any 
evacuant will effect the purposes 
}) oposed ; and, especially in July 
and August, when the disease 
nore readily yields to medicine 
than in the autumn. But in pro- 
portion as the disease has grown 
Violeat, aud as the season is ad- 
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vanced, it becomes important to 
select such remedies as are in 
some measure capable of auswer- 
ing other indications. 

BLXXIX. First, it is desirable 
to excite vomiting, both because 
the stomach is more perfectly 
evacuated in this way than by 
purging, and because that organ 
often acquires tone from this act. 
Yet if'a rough emetic, such as the 
preparation of antimony, be em- 
ploved for this purpose, it will 
frequeutly happen that the effects 
will be too violent and too lorg 
continued, and that the energy of 
the stomach will thus be impaired. 
The powder of ipecacuarha is 
to be preferred for this purpose ; 
and this should be adininistered 
in small doses. Small doses will 
generally be found sufficient, and 
when they fail to operate as des. 
sired, they occasion cther beneti- 
cial effects. It is seldom that any 
advantage will be ol.taiied by vo- 
miting, in the diseases under cone 
sideration, if large doses are ne- 
cessary for the purpose. 

LXXX. The ipecacuanha may 
in most cases be advaitageously 
combised with submuriate 
quicksilver, the use of which arti- 
cle in this disease shall prese tly 
be stated more at large. Two 
grains of each of these articles 
will oftentimes be adequate to all 
the purposes desired ; and when 
not so, such a dose may he te- 
peated from once to four times in 
a day, according to the state of 
the stomach, aud the ¢ fects pro- 
duced. 

LXXXI. The submurias hy- 
drargyri is one of the most useful, 
perhaps the most useful mediciue, 
Which is employed in these dis 
eases. Physicians entertaining 
different opinions respecting the 
causes of the diseases, aud the 
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mode of operation of this medi- 
cine, agree nevertheless in em- 
ploying it. They employ it in 
different doses and in different 
modes, and yet all perceive some 
benefits to result. It is not hence 
to be inferred that the dose, and 
other circumstances respecting 
its use, are not of any importance; 
but only that they are not always 
of essential importance. To pre- 
sent this subject in one view, we 
will briefly state the benefits to 
be derived from this medicine, 
and the mode of using it in order 
to attain these benefits. This 
departure from the order propos- 
ed will be compensated by advan- 
tages in respect to brevity and 
clearness. 

LXXXII. This article of the 
materia medica appears to answer 
four general intentions. _ First, it 
excites the stomach and bowels 
to evacuate their contents. Se- 
cond, it occasions a change in the 
actions of the secretory vessels of 
those organs, and by sympathy 
produces similar effects+ in the 
vessels of the subsidiary glands, 
the liver and pancreas. ‘Third, 
probably in consequence of the 
last mentioned effects, it appears 
to produce on the stomach the 
effect of a tonic. Fourth, it oc- 
Casions a more equal circulation 
over the whole body. Such are 
the happy effects which art often 
Witnessed from the exhibition of 
this medicine, when the doses are 
rightly adjusted. But as the ef- 
fects are sometimes modified by 
causes which elude our observa- 
tion, the difficulty of this adjust- 
Ment is very great, and it does 
not seem possible in all cases to do 
more than approximate to the de- 
sired point. 

_UXXXII. First. The submu- 
riate of quicksilver excites the 
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stomach and bowels to evacuate 
their contents. This medicine is 
commonly ranked among cathar- 
tics, but not among emetics ; but, 
in children especially, it does 
operate on the stomach also. If 
given alone, it often occasions 
vomiting, when the contents. of 
the stomach are offensive; but 
more especially if used in combi- 
nation with ipecacuanha, even 
though both articles be employed 
in very small doses. When the 
submuriate does not produce this 
effect, it occasions the stomach 
and the duodenum to discharge 
themselves of their contents 
into the intestines. Its effects 
are indeed much more remark- 
able on the stomach and duode- 
num than on the intestinal canal 
generally, while most other ca- 
thartics scarcely affect these parts 
at all. It often fails to occasion 
an evacuation from the bowels, 
even when it seems to have car- 
ried forward the contents of the 
upper to the lower part of the 
canal. On this account it is often 
necessary to follow this medicine 
with some other cathartic. 
LXXXIV. The submuriate is 
often found useful when the sto- 
mach is so irritable that it it will 
not bear any medicine more bulky, 
or of a disagreeable taste, long 
enough to have any important ef- 
fect produced. In such cases, 
one or two grains of this article 
may be exhibited every third or 
fourth hour, until the vomiting is 
checked. The first two or three 
doses will commonly occasion vo- 
miting ; but the stomach will soon 
cease to eject nutriment if cau- 
tiously administered, and after- 
wards will retain the medicine 
also. In such instances the medi- 
cine seems to change the secreto- 
ry actions, and to act as a tonic. 


\ 
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LXXXV. When given in com- 
bination with ipecacuanha as be- 
fore mentioned, its emetic effects 
are rendered most certain, and 
also its effects in producing more 
equal circulation over the whole 
system. When, however, it is 
more particularly necessary to 
empty the bowels, this medicine 
may be given in combination with 
a small quantity of the root of ja- 
lap, in very fine powder ; in which 
combination experience sanctions 
the use of it. Or, the same pur- 

ose may be answered by exhibit- 
ing four to six grains of the sub- 
muriate at one dose, and follow- 
ing this with castor oil. When 
there is reason to suppose that 
the operation on the small intes- 
tines is completed, and that their 
contents are emptied into the ce- 
cum and colon, it is better to eva- 
cuate this part of the canal by an 
injection than to irritate the sto- 
mach unnecessarily by @ repeti- 
tion of medicine. There is rea- 
son for this supposition, when ina 
few hours after exhibiting a ca- 
thartic there is obtained general 
relief, while no evacuation from 
the bowels has ensued. It may 
be remarked in this place, that in 
respect to the evacuations from 
the bowels in the diseases under 
consideration, the great objects 
are, that the dejections shall les- 
senin frequency and increase in 
weight. Through the whole dis- 
ease it is of the first importance 
to prevent the undue retention of 
fecal matter. For this purpose 
the mildest remedies are the best; 
but we must not be deceived by 
the frequent discharges of mucus 
and bile into the supposition that 
nothing fecal is retained. 

LXXXVI. The beneficial ef- 
fects of the submuriate of quick- 
siver in the cholera, independent 


of the evacuations it occasions, 
are rendered more credible by 
the more evident benefits it pro- 
duces in a disease which comes 
under the immediate cognizance 
of our senses, and which is essen- 
tially similar to the cholera infan- 
tum, differing only in its seat. 
This is the disease described in 
§ xxx. and called ulcuscula oris. 
In this disease the submuriate may 
be given in doses of one or twa 
grains every morning, or, at first, 
twice a day, and at the same time 
a solution of sulphate of zinc, or 
some other astringent, may be 
used as a wash for the mouth. 
Under this course, not only the 
mouth gets well sooner than when 
left to itself, but the stomach and 
bowels are also relieved or cured, 
and the sympathetic fever and 
general irritation which had at- 
tended, subside in one or two days. 
In the progress of this cure it is 
not found to be immediately de- 
pendent on the evacuations which 
the medicine occasions, and it is 
therefore referable to other modes 
of operation of that medicine. 
Now under the same, or nearly 
the same treatment, the cholera 
infantum will be relieved, though 
not quite so speedily ; and when 
so relieved, other remedies which 
will be mentioned, must be em- 
ployed to complete the cure. In 
general it should be remarked, 
that very little benefit is to be 
obtained from giving the submu- 
riate in large doses, as is perhaps 
too much the practice. There 
are cases where the organs are 
very torpid in which this must be 
done, and the doses may be often 
repeated. But in general, large 


doses do not produce any more 
beneficial effects than small ones, | 
and they occasion much unneces- 

sary evil. ' 
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LXXXVII. The diseases under 
consideration will often appear to 
yield at once to evacuations, but 
such favorable appearances must 
not be confided in. The morbid 
disposition at least remains, and 
slight errors in diet or regimen 
will occasion a recurrence of the 
disease, and often with aggravated 
symptoms. The cure should in 
such cases be perfected by at- 
tending to the sixth indication as 
laid down in § Ixxvi. Also when 
relief has been obtained by small 
doses of submuriate of quicksil- 
ver frequently repeated, that me- 
dicine should not be too speedily 
relinquished. It is most proper 
that the dose and frequency of 
repetition be gradually diminished. 

LXXXVIII. The second indi- 
cation which is mentioned in sec- 
tion Ixxiv. is ‘* to counteract the 
evil effects of such chemical 
changes as may take place in the 
contents of the stomach and bow- 
els.” The changes which take 
place are produced by putrefac- 
tion of animal food, and the ace- 
tous fermentation in that which is 
vegetable. Iu the first case, that 
of putrefaction, the evil cannot 
be much limited even in a sound 
stomach, still less in a feeble one. 
In this case the effects can be ob- 
viated only by the rejection of the 
substance from the stomach. This 
is often effected by the sponta- 
neous efforts ; but when it is not, 
that organ should at once be ex- 
cited by an emetic. 

LXXXIX. The changes pro- 
duced in vegetable food are more 
to be guarded against, because 
more frequent; but they are much 
less offensive to the stomach than 
those which take placé in animal 
food. Theevil, in the case of 
vegetable substances, may often 
be remedied by alkaline medi- 


cines. For instance, when the 
patient is costive, by magnesia ; 
and when loose, by lime-water, or 
carbonate of lime. Or, when it 
is not desirable to administer ei- 
ther a laxative or an astringent, 
then the carbonate of potass or 
the carbonate of soda may be giv- 
en. ‘To these it is useful to add 
some mild carminative, as in these 
cases flatulence is often a very 
distressing symptom. In this way 
the contents of the stomach may 
be rendered less noxious, and thus 
that organ will be allowed to re- 
cover its state of health. 

XC. Respecting the third indi- 
cation enough has perhaps been 
said in considering the effects of 
the submuriate of quicksilver. 
The fourth indication is ‘‘ to ex- 
cite the action of the capillary 
vessels in other parts of the sys- 
tem, and thus to equalize the cir- 
culation.”? Certain remedies, the 
benefit of which is established by 
experience, are supposed to ope- 
rate in this way. These are in- 
ternal and external. The inter- 
nal are such as are found to affect 
the secretory system generally. 
Of this description are ipecacuan- 
ha and submuriate of quicksilver. 
The use of those articles as eva- 
cuants has been fully discussed ; 
and it has been stated that while 
exhibited for other purposes, they 
will answer that now under con- 
sideration. There are, no doubt, 
other articles which will answer 
the same purpose ; but perhaps 
none so perfectly as these. 

XCI. The external remedies 
which may be employed for this 
purpose are of very great utility. 
These are generally such as ex- 
cite the capillaries of the skin ; 
warm or tepid bathing, friction, ru- 
befacients, and vesicatories. Bath- 


ing in water from 90 to 94 deg. 
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Fahrenheit, before going to bed, 
produces the effects desired in a 
most grateful manner. It is ge- 
nerally sufficient to keep the pa- 
tient in the bath from six to eight 
minutes ; the body should then be 
wiped perfectly dry and well rub- 
bed, and the patient immediately 
laid in bed, but without the addi- 
tion of any extra clothing. After 
this operation, the night is passed 
in a manner so much more tran- 
quil than usual as, in most cases, 
to compensate for the trouble and 
fatigue attendant on it. 


XCII. Friction* is a very use- 
ful auxiliary to bathing, and may 
also be employed separately with 
great benefit. In these diseases 
itmay be applied most usefully 
over the abdomen and on the ex- 
tremities. Rubefacients may be 
advantageously applied to the ex- 
tremities when cold, and when the 
circulation is languid ; but still 
more soover the abdomen. This 
is a practice which is sanctioned 
by experience, whatever may be 
thought of the mode in which its 
beneticial effects are brought 
about. Inlike manner vesicatories 
are extremely useful. Whenthe 
stomach is very irritable, reject- 
ing every thing which is swallow- 
ed, or when the bowels cannot be 
influenced by medicine in ordinary 
doses, vesication over the abdo- 
men will give very great relief, 
and afterwards internal remedies 
may be employed with more suc- 
cess. Likewise when the patient 
is suffering great pain, vesication 
is highly serviceable. The tinc- 


* The extensive utility of warm bathing 
and friction is much insisted upon by an 
eminent pract'tioner of thistown. [! shall 
always. be ready to acknowledge that I 
am indebted to that gentleman, for have 
ing formed a sufficiently high estimate of 
the use of those remedies. 


ture of cantharides of greater or 
less strength, and more or less 
frequently applied, may be made 
to answer both the last mentioned 
purposes, viz. that of a rubefa- 
cient and that of a vesicatory. 
XCIII. The fifth indication is 
“to lessen the irritability and 
sensibility of the diseased organs.” 
This indication may be, in a con- 
siderable measure, answered by 
the methods already proposed, 
The removal of the offending sub- 
stances not only lessens irritation 
and pain, but also occasions a di- 
minution of the morbid irritability 
and sensibility. But, however, 
it is often necessary to employ re- 
medies especially for this purpose. 
Preparations of opium are most 
commonly exhibited, and with ve- 
ry great benefit. Whether hyos- 
ciamus, or any other narcotics, 
can be employed with the same 
advantage, | am unable to state. 
Respecting opium, while this re- 
medy is capable of being ex- 
tremely useful in the diseases un 
der consideration, so it may be 
extremely injurious. Itis therefore 
necessary to consider the condi- 
tions and cautions to be regarded 
in the administration of it. Insome 
Constitutions it is always found in 
jurious ; and in all cases it hasa 
tendency to injure the stomach. 
In most cases, but not in all, this 
injury is more than balanced by 
the benefits it produces. © 
XCIV. In general, opium should 
be administered only when the 
bowels have recently been evacu- 
ated, so that there may not be 
any hazard of retaining fecal mat- 
ter in them; or when some ca- 
thartic is exhibited at the same 
time so as to obviate constipation. 
After artificial evacuations, when 
frequent dejections are still oc- 
curring, opium should be adminis- 
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tered in small doses and repeated 
afier each motion. [a this mode 
of administration the quantity ex- 
hidited will be proportioned to the 
disease. If the skin be dry and 
hot, the opium may be united with 
small doses of wine of ipecacuan- 
ha; or, if the strength be mach 
exhausted, tu this may be added, 
the water or tincture of 
If the discharges are copious and 
thia, tiact. of kino, with prepared 
carbonate of lime, may be added 
to the above. [1 cases where 
the patient is much extausted hy 
pairanl frequent evacuations, it 
is sometimes useful to admitstera 
full dose of opium at uight, so as to 
give a respite from sufering for 
so:ne hours, and allow the system 
tine to recruit its furces. The 
success of the practice is howev- 
er various, and it should be dis- 
contiaved if the patient be found 
on the following moratag to be fee- 
ble, relaxed without appetite, 
with heavy eyes and a dry tongue. 
XCV. The sixth in lication, aad 
the last, relative to the proximate 
causes, Is “to jacrease the 
of the system generally, and par- 
ticularly that of the stomach anil 
bowels.” “Pais is to be fulfilled by 
the exhibition of toaics and cor- 
dials ; by great care in respect to 
diet, ia order that the most nour- 
ishing food, aad that which is ea- 
sy of dizestion, may be empliyed; 
aad by exercise in the opea air. 
XCVI. Tonics and cordiuls. 
To detail all the circumstances 
to be regarded in using articles of 
this description, ia selecting those 
inost proper for each case, aud i: 
determining the frequency of re- 
peatiag the doses, would make it 
hecessary to add too much to the 
leagth of this paper. ‘There is to 
be observed between the remedy 
exhibited on one side, and the de- 


a 
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gree of disease, the strenzth of 
the patient, his irritability, ac 
the precise state of his stomach 
on the other, a certais proportiou 
and adjustment, which calls for 
all the judgment, watchfulness, 
and nice discrimination of the 
practitioner ; and which require 
that which may be attained by 
practice much more easily thes 
it can be taught by others. J: 
respect to the articles to be em- 
ployedy no doubt each of the to- 
nics may be sometimes used wits 
alvantage. In general, prepara- 
tiois of the bark of ciachons, or 
of angustura, with the addition of 
some aromatic, particularly of 
cinnamon, will be found most use- 
ful. The decoction of these arti- 
cles, to which may be added a 
small proportion of brandy, is ce- 
nerally to be preferred to otber 
preparations of them. The pre- 
parations of iron, such as the tiic- 
ture of the muriate of ammonia 
and iroa, or the carbonate, 
be occasionally substituted for +1: 
vegetable tonics with great a) 
vantage ; and sumetimes, where 
the latter are very diszusting. ths 
former being given ia a smal! 
pass are much more easily adini- 
nistered. Wine and braudy may 
be employed, with the utmost ac- 
vaaitage whea the patient is great- - 
ly eafeebled, and is unable to tak. 
or to digest mach nourishing: 
Wine is to be preferred to bran ly 
when it can be obtained in a state 


of tolerable purity, and when it 


does not become sour 02 the sto- 
mach ; in other cases brandy, or 
alcohol in other furms, should be 
directed. 

XCVII. Having thus suggeste 
the remedies to be employed with 
a direct view to the proximate 
causes of the diseases under con- 
sideration, it may be useful to re- 
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vert to the great importance of either diarrhea or cholera has oc- 
the remote causes, and the neces- curred with any considerable vio- 
sity of regarding them in the lence ; but it is tobe urged very 
treatment. In some instances it strongly whenever the disease re- 
is found that pharmaceutical re- sists pharmaceutical remedies, 
medies, aided by a well regulated even although the patient be not 
diet, are employed without any, yet very greatly reduced in 
or with only partial and temporary strength. 

benefit. This happens when the 


patient has become much debili- Il. : 
tated, while the remote causes 4 Case of Fracture of the Spleen, 
continue to operate, and thus con- = nd Rupture of the Intestines, 


stantly to perpetuate the proxi- —g¢casioned by eaternal Violence. 
mate cause. In such cases the 


harmaceutical remedies should 
e given up, at least until some A Lap, 15 years of age, by a fall 
favorable change has taken place from a building upon a pile of 
in the system, and attention should stones, fractured the radius, and 
be paid only to remove or avoid received a severe injury in the 
the remote causes. Atthe same region of the abdomen. The 
time cordials should be employed height from which he fell was by 
liberally. Itshouldbe remarked, admeasurement ascertained to be 
however, that by cordials are twenty-six feet. 
meant those substances which are The patient came under my 
found to deserve that appellation care almost immediately after the 
in each individual case. accident. The fractured portions 
XCVIII. One of the most pow- of the radius were replaced ; but 
erfal changes we can make, in finding his pulse to be scarcely 
reference to the remote causes, perceptible, and that he was ina 
under the circumstances just de- state of insensibility, further treat- 
scribed, is in respect to the at- ment was suspended till after he 
mosphere. A change from the was conveyed home. The acci- 
city to the country, from low and dent took place just before sunset 
moist situations to those whichare on the 8th of May. 
high and dry, from the seacoast tos By the time he arrived at his 
the inland country, will most com- lodgings, reaction had taken place, 
monly, in cases such as are above and sensibility returned ; the pulse 
described, (sect. xcvii.) afford was full and strong, and the veins 
wonderfully great relief. It is more distended than could have 
the change from town to country been expected for the time. At 
respecting which experience war- this period, there was great pain 
rants the greatest confidence in in the hypogastric region, accom- 
these cases. ‘The benefit derived panied with the restlessness and 
from such a change is not imagi- jactitation which frequently arise 
nary. The patient is not tobe when the system has suffered from 
sent away because something must severe concussion. Venesection 
be done. It is a change which was performed, but without any 
should be advised in all cases, evident advantage. 
where the circumstances of the After dressing the fractured 
patient will permit it, whenever limb, removing the fragments of 


By Ineatts, M.D. 
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broken teeth, (a severe contusion 
in the mouth having been added 
to the other‘injuries) and replac- 
ing those that were loosened, my 
attention was directed to the na- 
ture of the injury within the cavi- 
ty of the abdomen. Taking into 
consideration the circumstances 
attending the accident, and the 
uncertainty of the kind of injury 
and its seat, a fatal termination of 
the case seemed inevitable. Ca- 
thartics, fomentations and pedilu- 
vium were, however, prescribed. 

About three hours after the ac- 
cident, the patient vomited a large 
quautity of blood, blended with 
fuod imperfectly digested. The 
hematemesis was undoubtedly in- 
cidental. The blood, proceeding 
from ruptured vessels in the pos- 
terior nares, was swallowed, and 
afterwards rejected from the sto- 
mach. No particular treatment 
was required. 

May 9. 6 o’clock, A.M. Pulse 
rapid and irregular ; pain in the 
abdomen continued ; the abdomen 
somewhat tumid and tense ; coun- 
tenance distressed. The cathar- 
tics not having operated, a repeti- 
tion of them, to be assisted after 
suitable intervals with injections, 
till they produced the desired ef- 
fect, was recommended. 

Evening. Relief from pain; 
free evacuation from the bowels ; 
the powers of life much protract- 
ed ; prognosis unfavorable. 

May 10. 6 o’clock, A.M. The 
tumefaction of the abdomen was 
considerably but unequally aug- 
mented, the umbilical and hypo- 
gastric regions being uniformly tu- 
mid and tense, while a soft cir- 
cumscribed tumor occupied the 
epigastrium ; pulse had ceased ; 
sigus of dissolution unequivocal. 
The patient expired in about ten 
minutes after I left the house, 
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making from the time he received 
the injury to the period of his 
death just thirty-six hours. 


Post-mortem Inspection. 


Present Dr. Dixwell and Dr. 
Hayward, sen. 

On laying open the cavity of 
the peritoneum, it appeared, the 
tension and enlargement of the 
abdomen were occasioned by fla- 
tus and an accumulation of extra- 
vasated blood. As no ruptured 
vessel was recognized, it was pre- 
sumed the blood proceeded from 
the spleen. On examining this 
viscus, there were discovered 
four transverse fractures, or rents, 
filled with coagulated blood, ex- 
tending across its anterior conca- 
vity, one of which penetrated 
completely through its substance. 
These lacerations no doubt consti- 
tuted the source of the hemor- 
rhage. 

There was a tumor, as has been 
observed, in the region of the sto- 
mach,of a character different from 
the general inflation of the abdo- 
men, which cannot be explained 
Without admitting that the blood 
was retained in that situation by 
being lodged in the sac or cavity 
belonging to the epigastrium. 
Hence, in hemorrhages from in- 
juries of the spleen or from rup- 
tured vessels in its vicinity, we 
may expect to see a well defined 
tumor in the epigastric region, af- 
fording to the touch a soft yielding 
sensation, rather than a strong 
sense of fluctuation. It is possi- 
ble, however, in profuse hemor- 
rhages, the blood may be discharg- 
ed into the cavity of the peritone- 
um through the foramen behind 
the capsule of Glisson, in which 
case, the character of the tumor 
and the source of the hemorrhage 
would be less easily ascertained. 
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In the iliac portion of the intes- 
tinum tenue was found a lacera- 
tion, through which issued iuto the 
peritoneal cavity, flatus, a worm, 
anda small quantity of fluid feces. 
The seat of the lesion preseuted 
an interesting phenomenon, and 
exhibited the wonderful resources 
of the constitution in counteract- 
ing the effects of injuries. A told 
of the ilium was convoluted in 
such a manner as to form a flat 
circular surface an inch and a half 
in diameter, in the centre of which 
the wound was situated. The re- 
mainder of this singularly convo- 
luted fuld in every part coming 
into contact was united by adhe- 


sive inflammation into a mass, pose - 


sessing the power of restraining 
the peristaltic motion, and pre- 
serving the intestine nearly ina 
quiescent state: clearly indicating 
a degree of rest to be indispensa- 
bly necessary to the process of 
cicatrization. 


Remarks. 


Ist. In cases where laceration 
of the intestine is suspected, it 
would be wise to follow the indi- 
cations of nature by enjoining com- 
plete abstinence from motion, and 
avoiding excitation of the peristal- 
tic motion by the introduction of 
cathartics ; it may, however, as 
suggested by Dr. Dixwell, be ad- 
visable to employ enemas, to re- 
move the contents of the colon, 
with the view of obviating the ir- 
ritation their remora is wont to 
produce. 

21. Though pain and tenderness 
pervaded the whole hy pogastrium, 
yet the more severe pain and 
greater tenderness in a spot just 
above the symphysis pubis, and 
the consecutive tension and i:ifla- 
tion of the abdomen, were the on- 
ly symptoms in this complicated 
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case, which are to be considered 
pathognomonic. 

3d. As, at the time of the in- 
spection, the blood was fluid, and 
as it, indeed, showed vo tendency 
to coagulate, it is thought proper 
to suggest the practicability of an 
operation for its removal. 

In the propused plan the parts 
to be divided are the parietes of 
the abdomen, the peritoneum aud 
the portion of the epiploon situat- 
ed between the great curvature 
of the stomach and the transverse 
portion of the colon, and which is 
attached to these organs. 

After placing the patient ona 
table of a suitable height, anda 
pillow under the back, to produce 
a slight tension of the abdominal 
muscles, let an incision about an 
inch or more in length, according 
to the thickness of the parietes, 
be made in the course of the linea 
alba, a little below the extremity 
of the xiphoid cartilage, as far as 
the peritoneum; separate the lips 
of the wound by means of blunt 
hooks ; owing to the transparency 
of the peritoneum and the omen- 
tum, the colored fluid would be- 
come Visible, aud serve as a guide 
to complete an opening sufficient- 
ly large to admit the hose of a 
stomach pump, and enable the 
operator to evacuate the contents 
of the sac. Or in case the ope- 
rator wish to proceed more cau- 
tiously, the peritoneum in the first 
place may be divided, and the 
omentum afterwards ruptured 
with the handle of a scalpel. Af- 
ter the blood is exhausted, and the 
cavity, perhaps, washed out with 
tepid water, the lips of the wound 
are to he brought into contset, and 
secured by suture, or adhesive 
straps and bandage, 

4th. In the cavities examined, 
the thoracic and abdominal, the 
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viscera, except those mentioned, | 


escaped unhurt. Structural dis- 
ease had, however, commenced 
its inroads on the constitution. 
The heart and the collatitious or- 
gans of digestion were preterna- 
turally compact and firm; the 
mesenteric glands were enlarged, 
and indicated the existence of a 
scrofulous taint in the system ; 
and several calculous concretions 
of the size of a pea were found 
imbedded in the parenchyma of 
the lungs. 

The calculi, about six or eight 
in number, were situated in that 
part of the lungs which occupies 
the domes of the thoracic cavity, 
and, undoubtedly, would have ul- 
timately become the source of 
great constitutional irritation. 

Boston, June, 1828. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Cesarian Operation successfully 
performed. By Professor An- 
DREINI. 

Egidia Sgrilli, of Florence, twen- 

ry-three years of age, of a weakly 

and scrofulous habit, being at the 
full time of utero gestation. suf- 
fered labor pains for sixty hours, 
when two physicians were called 
to her, who found that the brim of 
the pelvis was too small to allow 
of the possibility of the birth of 
the child per vias naturales ; she 
was free from fever, the pains 
were less frequent, the os uteri 
was dilated, the liquor amnii_ had 
passed away, the funis appeared 

without the os externum, it did 

not pulsate. The child had not 


been felt to move for six hours. - 


The Cesarian operation was de- 
termined upon. The patient be- 
ing placed in a convenient manner 


upon a bed, an incision was made 
in the course of the linea alba, 
which divided the first layers of 
the fibres of the uterus ; a second 
incision in the same direction 
opened that viscus, from which 
the dead fetus was taken, the 
size of which proved the impossi- 
bility of its being brought into the 
world in the usual manner. 

The wound was united by five 
points of the suture, having a tent 
of lint in the i»ferior angle ; and 
a bandage was applied about the 
abdomen. Inthe evening of the 
same day the febrile excitement 
rendered venesection to twelve 
ounces necessary. A bloody dis- 
charge flowed trom the vagina ; 
the fever continuing, seven ounces 
more of blood were abstracted in 
the night. 

The following day, there was 
fever, vomiting, headach, and is- 
churia. The catheter was em- 
ployed ; venesection twice, to half 
a pound each time ; lavements and 
mild drinks. The third day the 
fever continued with ischuria and 
constipation ; venesection, cathe- 
ter and lavements were repeated. 

The fourth day the patient was 
better, constipation continued. 
Half an ounce of castor oil pro- 
duced plentiful, yellow, liquid 
evacuations. 

The fifth day fever returned. 
Abdomen tumid, and tender when 
touched ; the lochial discharge 
became suspended, headache and 
dryness of the fauces ; venesec- 
tion was repeated to half a pound. 
Symptoms diminished, a sero-pur- 
ulent discharge flowed from the 
wound. 

The sixth day, and during the 
morning of the seventh, evident 
improvement; the lochial dis- 
charge returned ; darting pains in 
the mamme ; in the morning and 
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at night the fever was very high ; 
four ounces of biood were ab- 
stracted, and afterwards two 
ounces more were drawn. 

The eighth day, better: the 
dressings were removed. The 
wound was found to be united 
throughout its whole extent, ex- 
cept at the inferior angle, in which 
the lint was placed. 

The fourteenth day, the point 
of suture at the superior angle of 
the wound was removed ; the fol- 
lowing day the second point, and 
onthe sixteenth day, the three 
remaining points, and strips of ad- 
hesive plaster, were placed across 
the wound. 

The diet of the patient was 
from this time gradually increas- 
ed ; a bandage with a plaque was 
applied over the cicatrix. On the 
thirtieth day from the operation, 
the patient left the hospital per- 
fectly well.—.dnnal. Univ. 


On the use of Taanin as a Remedy 
for Menorrhagia. 


This substance has lately been 
employed, it is said, with very 
great success, in the treatment of 
uterine hemorrhage by an Italian 
physician, Dr. Porta. He has 
used it for three years, aud has 
never found it fail but twice. 
The general results he has been 
led to by his practical experience 
are, that tannin has a special ac- 
tion on the uterus when the he- 
morrhage is active, whether it 
arises from chronic or acute me- 
tritis, but that in the latter case 
the inflammation must be previ- 
ously comhated by repeated co- 
pious blood-letting ; that it is not 
of auy use in hemorrhage connect- 
ed with organic disease of the 
uterus ; and that its action is very 
’ rapid, while the quantity required 
to effect a cure is so small as to 
be easily borne on the stomach. 
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He has published several of the 
cases which have led him to these 
conclusions. The following is an 
abstract of a few of them. Case 
I. A woman of middle age, and of 
a bilious irritable temperament, 
after recovering froma severe at- 
tack of miliary fever, was attack- 
ed during convalescence with 
considerable uterine hemorrhage. 
Conceiving at first that it was no- 
thing more than a premature ap- 
pearance of the catamenia, she 
for some time paid little attention 
to it; but after it had continued 
several weeks, and had greatly 
reduced her strength, she became 
alarmed, and consulted Dr. Porta. 
He ordered her to take two grains 
of tannin every two hours, aud in 
two days the hemorrhage ceased 
altogether. Case If. A woman, 
thirty-two years of age, of delicate 
habit, and nursing a child four 
months old, was seized with ute- 
rine hemorrhage, which, like the 
former patient, she at first ima- 
gined to be the catamenial dis- 
charge. As it continued, how- 
ever, much longer than usual, and 
was rapidly enfeebling her, she 
had recourse to Dr. Porta, who 
found that she had been tweaty 
days ill, and that she was affected 
with lumbar pains, some swelling 
and tenderness of the hypogastri- 
um and symptomatic fever. ° He 
directed her to take a pill con- 
taining three grains of tannin every 
third hour; and she took only eight 
of them when the hemorrhage en- 
tirely ceased. III. A wo- 
man of irritable sanguine temper- 
ament, and thirty-eight years of 
age, had been affected for three 
weeks with menorrhagia, 
Dr. Porta was called to visit her. 
He found that pressure on the 
hypogastrium excited pain there, 
shooting towards the loins, that 
the pulse was hurried, and that 
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she was liable to sudden paroxysms 
of pyrexia. As there was not, 
however, any notable swelling in 
the hypogastrium, he ordered the 
tannin without any preliminary 
treatment, and the same quantity 
was given as in the last case. In 
the course of two days about two 
scruples were taken, upon which 
the hemorrhage was permanently 
checked. Case IV. A young wo- 
man of robust habit was attacked 
with profuse hemorrhage from the 
uterus, by which in the course of 
a few weeks she was reduced to 
a state of great exhaustion. Not- 
Withstanding her state, and the 
large quantity of blood she had 
lost, the pulse was frequent and 
full, and the hypogastrium was 
tumid and tender. Dr. Porta im- 
mediately ordered her to cease 
taking wine and tonic drinks, 
which had been given her up to 
that time, and directed three 
grains of tannin to be administered 
every third hour. ‘Towards the 
close of the fourth day the hemor- 
rhage ceased. ‘The lumbar pains 
which usually accompany the dis- 
ease continued a few days longer. 
Ann. Univ. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 1898. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
June 4th, 1828.—The Annual Meet- 
ing of the Society was held this day. 
Seventy-five Counsellors were cho- 
sen, The report of a commiitee on 
the state of the Treasury was read 
and accepted, also the report of the 
committee on the Library. A com- 
mittee reported on the disposition of 
the annual assessment, and on the 
use of the Library. The following, 
one of three resolutions reported, 

was adopted. 
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“The committee recommend that 
every member of the Seciety be per- 
mitted to take from the library three 
books at a time, and to retain them 
for one year.” 

The second resolution, to pay the 
necessary expenses attending the 
meetings of the Censors, out of the trea- 
sury, was referred to the Counsellors. 

The third resolution, providing for 
the quarterly publicativa of medical 
papers for gratuitous distribution 
among the members, was rejected. 

The proceedings of the Medical 
Convention at Northampton were 
next discussed, but before any vote 
was taken, the time having arrived 
for the Discourse, the further consi- 
deration of the subject was postponed 
till the Address had been delivered. 

Georee C. Suarruck, M.D. then 
gave a very interesting discourse on 
the uncertainties of human life and of 
the medical art, and closed it with bio- 
graphical sketches of the late Dr. 
Samuel Danforth, and of the late 
Ward Nicholas Boylston, Esq. 

Thanks were voted to Dr, Shat- 
tuck for his very eloquent and inge- 
nious discourse. The debate on the 
Convention was then resumed, and 
the proceedings, with sundry amend- 
ments, were adopted, 

Certain propositions were refer- 
red to the Society by the Counsel- 
lors, on medical education, and the 
terms of admission to the Society, 
which were referred to a committee 
of the Society, 

A question on the relations of the 
graduates of the Berkshire Medical 
Institution, was referred to the Coun- 
sellors, as was also a letter from 
Samuel L, Mitchell, M.D., request- 
ing the appointment of delegates to 
the Convention to be held at Wash-- 
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ington, January Ist, 1830, to revise 
the Pharmacopoeia of the Uuited 
States, 

A report was made by the com- 
mittee appointed to examine disser- 
tations on Tntemperance, and award 
a premium of fifty dollars if any one 
were deemed worthy of it, 

It appeared no dissertation on the 
subject had been received in season, 
and no award was made, It was 
voted to continue the premium, and 
to refer the subject to the Counsel- 
sors, to adopt such measures as may 
be necessary to carry this design into 
effect. 

Voted, to dissolve the meeting. 


Meeting of the Counsellors of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. 


June 5th, 1828. The officers of the 
Society were first chosen, and the 
proceedings of the last meeting read. 
Censors were next chosen, 

The Corresponding Secretary then 
reported the names of those who had 
accepted the fellowship of the Socie- 
ty since the last meeting, viz. : 

Benj. Barrett, M.D., Northampton. 
Leonard Proctor, M.D., Lexington, 
Joshua Hayward, M.D., Boston. 

~ Edwin Adams, M.D., da. 

Juhu Jeffries, M.D., do. 

The following committees were 
next chosen by ballot, viz. : 


Drs. John Dixwell, Committee of 


Geo, Hayward, Publication. 


Euoch fale, jr. 


And 
Drs. John Dixwel! 
Jacob Bigelow, 


Various other Committees were 
appointed, and reports made, 

Jehn Gurham, M.D. was chocen 
to deliver the next Annual Disserta- 
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tion before the Society. After the 
appointment of various committees, 
receiving reports, and transacting 
other business, the meeting was dis- 
solved, 


Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 


For Suffullk—Drs. Wm. Ingalls, 
John Dixwell, James Jackson, Benj, 
Shardeff, John C. Warren, Joha 
Gorham, John Randall, Geo. C, 
Shattuck, John B. Brown, Waher 
Channing, Jacob Bigelow, Geo. Hay- 
ward, Enoch Hale, jr.. Solomon D, 
Townsend, John Ware, Zabdiel B, 
Adams, David Osgood, 

For Essex—Drs. Benjamin L Oli- 
ver, John D, Treadwell, James Gar: 
diner, Richard Hazeltine, Nathaniel 
Bradstreet, Joseph Kittredge, Jere- 
miah Spofford, Abel L, Pierson, An- 
drew Nichols, Juseph Torrey, Tho- 
mas Manning. 

For Middlesec—Drs. Amos Ban- 
croft, Calvin Thomas, Abiel Hey- 
wood, Rufus Wyman, James 
Chaplin, Thomas Bucklin, John 
Walton, Abraham R, Thompson, 
Zadock Howe, John Hart. 

For Worcester—Drs. Amos Has- 
kell, Stephen Barchelder, jr. John 
Green, Daniel Thurber, Benj, F. 
Heywood, John Homans, Charles 
W. Wilder, Amos Parker. 

For Hampshire—-Drs. Elihu 
Dwight, Alpheus F. Stone, John 
Stone, Joseph H, Flint, S$. W. Wil- 
liams, David Haat. 

For Berkshire—Drs. H. 11. Childs, 
R. Worthington, W. H. Tyler, C. 
Worthington, R. Fowler, B. Rogers, 

For Norfolk—Drs. Amos Hol- 
brook, Nathaniel Miller, John Bart- 
lett, Robert Thaxter, Samuel Bug- 
_ Jeremy Stimson, Ebenezer Al- 

en. 

For Plymouth—Drs. N. Hay- 
ward, Hector Orr, Cushing Otis, Au- 
drew Mackie, Ezekiel Thaxter. 

For Bristol—Drs. B. Billings, Al- 
exander Reed, ———— Juhuson, Jo- 
siah Batchelder. 
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Officers of the Masszchusetts Medi- 
cal Society. 


James Jackson, M D. Presi /ent. 

Amos Holbrook, M.D. Vice Prest- 
dent, 

Jotu Dixwell, M.D. Cor. Secretary. 

Geo. Hayward, M.D, Rec. Secre- 


tury. 

Water Channing, M.D. Treasurer, 
in the place of Dr. Bigelow, re- 
signed, 

Enoch Hale, jr. M.D. Librarian and 
Cabinet Keeper. 

Censors for the \st Medical Dis- 
trict and for the Soctcty—— Drs. 
Dixswell, James P. Chaplin, 
Rifas Wymin, John Gorham, Wal- 
ter Channing. 

For tre 2d District —Drs. John 
Gieen, John Homans, Benj. Fo Hey- 
wood, Edward Flint, Charles Wilder, 

For tie 3d District—Drs. Elihu 
Dwight, Joseph U. Flint, Daniel 
Collins, Elisha Mather, Job Chirk. 

For the District—Drs. Alfied 
Percy, Wm, H. Tyler, Lyndon A. 
Smith, Hubbard Bartlett, Owen 
Wright. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Dr. Jackson and Dr. CHannine 
receive and instruct Medical Pupils 
on the following terms : 

The course of studies will be ar- 
ranged by the instructers, subject. to 
modifications, according to the cire 
cumstances of individual pupils, 

The pupils will be supplied with 
books from Dr. Jackson’s and Dr, 
Chiining’s libraries, as well as the 
library of the Massachusetts Medical 
Callege, 

The pupils will be admitted to the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

The pupils will receive Clinical 
Leciures on the cases at the Hospi- 
tal, from Dr. Jackson and Dr. Chan- 
ning, in the interva!s of the Medical 
Leciures, 

A course of Lectures on Midwife- 
ry and the Diseases of Children, will 
be delivered to the pupils, by Dr. 
Chanuiug, in the summer. 


P.M. 
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Examinations will take place at 
least once a week, Attendance on 
these will be voluntary on the part 
of the pupils. 

A room will be farnished for the 
pupils at Dr. Channing’s, where the 
hours of study will be from 9 AM. 
The expense of fuel and 
light will be defrayed by the pupils, 

The fee for a vear is one hundred 


dollars For six months, seventy 
five dollars, For three months, fifty 
dollars, 


The fee is paid in advanee, No 
credit will be given except on suffi- 
cient security from some person in 
Boston, 


No fees will be required for any 


Lectures delivered by Dr, Jackson 


or Dr. Channing. 


Applications are to be made to Dr. 
Channing, 


To com- 
munication has been received from 
Dr. Hayward, in reply to Dr. Rob- 
bins, to appear in the next number. 


Died, in New-York, Waicut Post, 
M.D., aged 63. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSe 
TON, 


Ending June 12, at noon. 


June 7. John Mollineux, 13 mo. 
8. Josiah Genn, 33 yrs. 
Zaccheus B. Dolbear, 34 
Beisey Shoemakes, 51 
Mary Ann Brisco, <4 
9. Caroline Amsdon, 4 
Fikanah Hayden, 72 
Dependance Cartwright, 21 
George S. Lawrence, 13 d. 
10. Thomas Sealey, 69 yrs. 
Lydia Smith (tis, 17 
11. Samuel B. Churchill, 2 
12. William Pits, jr. 7 1-2 
Mary Quinn, 32 
George Edward Waters, 20 mo. | 


Brain fever, I1—dropsy in the head, 1— 
drowned, 1—consumption, 4—hooping cough, 
2—icterus, l—inflammation in the stomach, 
lung fever, I—old age, 1—sudden, 1—un- 
known,2. Males, 10—females, 5. Stillborn, 
1. Total, 15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL BIOGRA- 
PHY 


HIS day published by COTTONS & 
BARNARD and RICHARDSON & 
LORD, The AMERICAN 
BIOGKAPHY; or, Memoirs of Eminent 
Physicians who have flourished in Amer- 
ica. ‘To which is prefixed a succinct His- 
tory of Medical Science in the United 
States, from the first settlement of the 
country. By J. Thacher, M.D. author 
of the American New Dispensatory, Mod- 
ern Practice of Physic, Military Journal, 
&c. Embellished with Portraits of the 
following characters, viz. Rush, Monson, 
Wistar, John Bard, Samuel Bard, Jones, 
Jeffries, Clark, Coffin, Brooks, Lloyd, 
Danforth, Freeman, Warren, ‘i'hacher. 
‘** Thou shalt lie down 
With patriachs of the infant world—with kings, 
The powerful of the carth—the wise, the good, 
Fair forms, and hoarysseers of ages past, 
All in one mighty sepulchre.” 
2 vuls—Price $5. 2vols. bound in 
one, $ 4,50. Subscribers are requested to 
send for their books, May 5. 


CHARLES WHITE, 
No. 269 Washington St. Corner of Win- 
ter St. 
AS received by the late arrivals from 
Europe his spring supply of MEpr- 
CINES ; among them are Extract Balsam 
Copaiva, Fxt. Belladonna from Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue pill from Apothecaries’ Hall, 
Calomel, Tartar Emetic, Magnesia Calc., 
Flaterium, Opium deprived of Narcotine, 
Opium deprived of Morphine, Denarcotiz- 
ed ‘Tinct. Opium, Sulphate Quinine, 
Sulphate Cinchona, Sulphate Rhubarb, 
Ext. Hops, &c. &c. 

C. W. returns his grateful acknowl- 
edgment to the Physicians, his friends 
and the public, for their liberal support, 
and hopes by strict personal attention to 
Physicians’ Prescriptions, the compound- 
ing and delivery of Medicine, to have a 
continuance, April 22, 


ABERNETHY’S LECTURES. 
ENJAMIN PERKINS & CO., 63 
Market St., have in the press, Lec- 
tures on Anatomy, Surgery and Patholog”, 
including observations on Local Diseases, 
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delivered at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
By Joan Apernetay, F.R.S. These 
Lectures contain the results ofall Mr, 
Abernethy’s experience at St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital, and in private practice 
as a London Surgeon. 

Boston, June 1, 1828. 


SKIN INFIRMARY, 


Yo Institution has for its object the 
treatment of CUTANEOUS DIS. 
EASES, To the poor who are suffering 
from eruptions of auy description, medical 
advice and attendance will be given free 
of expense. 
CHANDLER ROBBINS, M.D. 


NATHAN JARVIS, . 
Druggist and Apothecary, 

AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 

No, 188, Washington Street (lately 

kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White.) 

His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 

plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 

ers are assured that their orders, prescrip- 

tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 

The old friends of this establishment 


are requesied to continue their patronage. - 


LIQUID MAGNESIA, 


OR Dyspepsia, Costiveness, Head- 
ache, Heartburn, &c. 

‘The clear and colorless solution has 
been found by repeated experiments to be 
the best preparation of Magnesia ; it pro- 
duces all the good effects of that Medicine, 
is very pleasant to the taste, more certain 
in its operation, is not liable to form con- 
cretions in the bowels, and is the best ant- 
acid in use.” 

The manufacture and sale of the Li- 
quid Magnesia was commenced by Bart- 
lett & Chase, and received general appro- 
hation, and in conseqnence of repeated 
solicitation is now resumed by the Sub- 
scribers, andit will be kept constantly for 
sale by them at the Fountain, or put up 
in Bottles for transportation. 

S. N. BREWER & BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No. 90 & 92 Washington Street. 

Soda, Rochelle ard other mineral 
waters will also be kept at the Fountain. 
June 3. 
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